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The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HOLDING).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 16, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GEORGE
HoOLDING to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

Reverend Monsignor Kevin Hart, St.
Peter’s Catholic Church, Washington,
D.C., offered the following prayer:

O Father of us all, You have woven
Your divine providence into the very
fabric of our Nation. Against all odds
You were instrumental in bringing it
to birth. In the face of our enemies,
from without and from within, You
have safeguarded the freedom for which
so many of our brothers and sisters
have given their lives. You have en-
dowed our country with natural and
human resources that make it a land
flowing with milk and honey and a bea-
con of hope for those who yearn for the
freedom that we enjoy.

With these blessings, O God, comes
the responsibility to use them wisely.
Inspire and guide the Members of this
Chamber, so that through them You
may bring to fruition the good work
You have begun in us. God bless these
United States of America.

Amen.

e —
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to section 2(a) of House Resolution

944, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LOUDERMILK) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LOUDERMILK led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills were signed by the
Speaker on Wednesday, December 14,
2016:

H.R. 710, to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to prepare a com-
prehensive security assessment of the
transportation security card program,
and for other purposes;

H.R. 1150, to amend the International
Religious Freedom Act of 1998 to im-
prove the ability of the United States
to advance religious freedom globally
through enhanced diplomacy, training,
counterterrorism, and foreign assist-
ance efforts, and through stronger and
more flexible political responses to re-
ligious freedom violations and violent
extremism worldwide, and for other
purposes;

H.R. 2726, to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint commemorative
coins in recognition of the 50th anni-
versary of the first manned landing on
the Moon;

H.R. 3784, to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to establish an
Office of the Advocate for Small Busi-
ness Capital Formation and a Small
Business Capital Formation Advisory
Committee, and for other purposes;

H.R. 3842, to improve homeland secu-
rity, including domestic preparedness
and response to terrorism, by reform-
ing Federal Law Enforcement Training

Centers to provide training to first re-
sponders, and for other purposes;

H.R. 4352, to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot
program establishing a patient self-
scheduling appointment system, and
for other purposes;

H.R. 4939, to increase engagement
with the governments of the Caribbean
region, the Caribbean diaspora commu-
nity in the United States, and the pri-
vate sector and civil society in both
the United States and the Caribbean,
and for other purposes;

H.R. 5015, to restore amounts improp-
erly withheld for tax purposes from
severance payments to individuals who
retired or separated from service in the
Armed Forces for combat-related inju-
ries, and for other purposes;

H.R. 5099, to establish a pilot pro-
gram on Dpartnership agreements to
construct new facilities for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs;

H.R. 5612, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 2886 Sandy Plains Road in
Marietta, Georgia, as the ‘Marine
Lance Corporal Squire ‘Skip’ Wells
Post Office Building’’;

H.R. 5790, to provide adequate protec-
tions for whistleblowers at the Federal
Bureau of Investigation;

H.R. 5948, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 830 Kuhn Drive in Chula Vista,
California, as the ‘“‘Jonathan ‘J.D.” De
Guzman Post Office Building”’;

H.R. 6130, to provide the victims of
Holocaust-era persecution and their
heirs a fair opportunity to recover
works of art confiscated or misappro-
priated by the Nazis;

H.R. 6138, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 560 East Pleasant Valley Road,
Port Hueneme, California, as the U.S.
Naval Construction Battalion ‘‘Sea-
bees” Fallen Heroes Post Office Build-
mgy;
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